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Every Deciſion of a Court of Juſtice, ſet ade on an 1 Kl. 
peal, is unqueſtionably illegal, but ſuch Deciſion is not there- 


fore notoriouſly or criminally {legal : The Conduct of Lord Piget : 


may in like Manner have been legal; but if his Lordſhip was 
guided by what be thought bis Duty, his Conduct was not cri- 
minal; and if that Conduct was conformable to Uſage or the 


Rules of the Company's Service, it was not notoriouſly illegal. 


Lord Pigot i in his Letter to the Court of Directors, dated the 
220 of Jane 1776, (vol I. p. 275) fays, e 


1 


„ will go on as I have begun, ſtrongly bed ann 
e every Meaſure that appears to me proper, and reſolutely 
maintaining chat nothing ſhall be done, which, in my Opinion, 
- wy n your ts in Di e „ ent 

Thus, the Powers contended for by his Lodditig in Abu, 
were not aſſumed to ſerve a preſent Contingence, but were ſuch. 
as He had teſtified to the Court of Directors, by the firſt Op- 
portunity that offered after thoſe Powers came into Queſtion, 
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and antecedent even to Col. Stuart” s claim to the Command at 


Tanjour, which was laid before the N ay, x 5th. June. 


The Court af Dietel on receiving this Letter expreſſed no 


Diſapprobation or Surprize at his Lordſhip's Declaration, 
which ſurely implies, that they did not then condemn the Sen- 


timent Lord * had expreſſed. W * 4 
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. I: 
Lord Pigot, in the Draft of a General Letter to the Court of 
Directors, laid before the Council the 19th of Auguſt, has 


very fully explained his Ideas of the Conſtitutional Authority 
of the Preſident. (Vol. II. P. 67.) 


The cent Orders of the Company are equally contrary | 
to Lord Mansfield's Explanation of the Conflitution as to Lord 
Pigot's Idea of zt; for the Company's Orders are, that the 
Governor ſhall 8 have the Power of diſolving the Council by 
ADJOURNMENT ; but they leave the Power of Adjournment, as 
well as every other Power, in the Majority, even if the Go- 
vernor ſhould leave the Council. | h 


The following 1 and Orders of the Company, ; 
concerning the Nature and Rules of their Government, are 


eſſentially neceſſary to be attended to in determining on the 
Conduct of Lord Pigot. | 


The . dent appoints Lord Pigot Go- 
vernor to manage the Company's Affairs, and nominates certain 
Perſons therein named to be His Council, the better to enable 
Vim to manage thoſe Affairs, to Him and the Council afore- 
named, or the Major Part, all preſent at Madraſs being duly g 
ſummoned, the Powers of Government are given: All Officers, 
c. are in that Commiſſion, as well as in their own. Commiſ- 
ſions, required to obey the Orders of the . gent and His | 
Council. 


The Publick Orders of the Company to the Army, require 
all Officers to obey the Orders of Prefident and Council given 
| under 


C 3 ] 
under their Hands, or by the Secretary in the Name of the 
Preſident and Council, 


The Commiſſion of Government a that Lord Pigot 
could not be removed from his Government but by the Court of 
Directors. 


Every other Member of Council was, by the Company's 
Standing Orders, expreſsly liable to be 4 ſpended _ the Pres 
Hident ond Council. 


Abſent Members of Council have no Vote by Proxy, ſo that 
the Preſident and Members n all being Wer ſummoned, 
formed the Board. 


- In the Company? s Standing Orders, every Member of Council 
_ againſt whom a Charge is made muſt withdraw. 


The Place of every ſuſpended | Member is ſupplied by the 


next Company's Servant under Council occa/ionally till the 


Company's Pleaſure is known: And this General Rule was, in 
the Inſtance under Lord Pigot, only ſiperſeded by a particular 
Order of the Company, that no Vacancies in Council ſhould 


be filled up, even occaſionally, till the Number of Council, ex- 


cluſive of the Preſident and Military Officer, was reduced to 


Ten, including all abſent Members, and by, the Abſence of 


Six, aſter ſuſpending Six, the Number was ſtill within the 


expreſs Limitation: : But if Lord Pigot and his Council had 
: ſuſpended 


TH 
ſuſpended One more, that One muſt have been immediately 
ed by the next Company's s Servant under Council. 


Sir R. Fletcher being excluded Council by the Arreſt under 
which he was put, Lord Pigot propoſed that Col Stuart ſhould 
have a Seat in Council whilſt he ated as Commander in Chief; 


but as Queſtions aroſe concerning the Senſe of the Company's 06: 


Orders on that Head, ſo far was Lord Pigot from aſſuming all 
Powers to Himſelf, that it was agreed to hold no Council till 

the Company's Orders were carefully diſcuſſed ; and this Exa- 
_ mination was prevented by Col. on preſently after ſeizing 
his Governor. | 


| The Rajah having in vain requeſted that Col. Stuart ſhould 
not be ſent to take the Command of Tanjour from Colonel 
Harper, Lord Pigot and thoſe who ſupported him in Council 
thought, that as Col, Stuart was reported to have undertaken 
the Management of Benfield's Concerns, to whom and his 
Agents the Rajah attributed all the Calamities he had ſuffered, 
the King of Tanjour's Fears and Apprehenſions mighthavedriven_ 
him to Deſpair, and thus overturning all Confidence he had in the 
Company's Support, have counteracted every good Purpoſe of his 
Reſtoration, if Col. Stuart, who was known by the Rajah to have 
attached himſelf to Lord Pigot's Opponents, proceeded to Tan- 
jour without Mr, Ruſſell, whom the Rajah: knew had been ap- 
pointed by the Preſident and Council to be Reſident there, and 
whom he expected in Conſequence of that Appointment : 
made antecedent to Col. Stuart's Appointment ; and which 


had been talked of, before Col. Stuart's Letter claiming 5 


the Command of Tanjour, was written; Mr. Stratton 
| | had 


„ 


had | ani Mr. Ruſſell his Support, and accordingly gave 
his Vote on 8th July, that Mr. Ruſſell ſhould be reſdeut at 
Tanjour. | | 


The Majority, the very Day of Mr. Dawſon's Departure, 
by which they became a Majority, to prevent Mr. Ruſlell's 
going to Tanjour, determined that he ſhould forthwitl 
proceed to the Neorthward, inſtead of proceeding to Tan- 
Jour ; alledging that the Company's Orders required the 
Committee of Circuit to proceed immediately on that Service, 
the Affairs of Tanjour being Anally adjufled, although no one. 
Circumſtance of the Tarour Affairs had been adzuſted ſince 
Mr. Ruſſell was appointed by the Pre/dent and Council to be 
refident there; Mr. Stratton then concurring in that Appoint- 
ment: and although the Tanjour Affairs were ſo far from 


being. Aually adjuſted, that in the very laſt Letter to the Nabob, 


in which the Board were unanimous, certain Diſtricts belonging 


to Tanjour, then and ſtill in the Nabob's Poſſeſſion, were 
claimed for the Rajah: this Letter was delivered to the Nabob 
the very Day Lord Pigot was ſeized; His Lordſhip having 
added a Paragraph to expreſs his beg —— towards the 
| eng 


80 ſituated, Lord Pigot, ignorant of Law and guided by 
the Experience of Forty Vears in the Company's Service, and 
by the Company's Records at Madraſs for a Century, in 
which no Inſtance could be produced of any Authority of 
Government being veſted in the Majority of Council, without 


the * wdent's Concurrence, but many Inſtances where that 
B Concur= 


. geo, ro 
: 


5 
Concurrence had been admitted as eſſential, in Form and in 
Subſtance, did not conceive that it was his Duty to flop ALL 
the Company's Affairs, Political and Commercial, by ad- 
journments to prevent one ruinous Meaſure, which he conceived 
himſelf veſted with a Negative to prevent: But ſolicitous 
to avoid extremities till the Deciſion of the Company could 
be had on his conteſted Powers, he offered a Compromiſe, 


viz. never to exert them, except on extraordinary Occaſions 


where the eſſential Intereſt of the Company was at Stake; if 


they would admit them till the Company's Pleaſure was 


known: This was rejected by the Majority ; who determined 
to act without him, intimating that they would iſſue, by Order 

ef Council, Inſtructions to Col. Stuart, and the Orders to 
Col. Harper to give up the Command of Tanjour. 


An Order to a Military Officer, in the Name of the Council, 
and not in the Name of the Preſident and Council, was notori- 
ouſly contrary to the Conſtitution, contrary to the poſitive 
Orders of the Company then exiſting, and ſince confirmed, 
that all Orders ſhall be iſſued in the Name of the Preſident 
and Council, and tended to introduce Anarchy and Confuſion ; 


as no Military Officer could know who were the Majority pre- 


ſent in Council, and therefore Orders in their Name, or under 
their Hands, were Orders to which his Commiſſion, and 
the Public Regulations of the Company did not allow 


| Obedience. ; 


Had the Orders been iſſued in the Name of the Preſident and 
Council, neither would Lord Pigot have moved the Suſpenſion of 


Stratton and Brooke, nor would thoſe Members, who concurr- 


ed 


| 4 
ed in Opinion on that Suſpenſion, have ſupported his Lordſhip 
it he had moved it, and this Lord Pigot well knew. It is true 
all the Six might have been Suſpended inſtead of Two but 
neither the Six nor the Two could have been Suſpended by the 
Governor's fic volo: They muſt have committed an Offence 
againſt the Company's Orders, before they could have been 
liable to a Charge, and differing in the Conſtruction of thoſe Orders, 
was neither in the Opinion of Lord Pigot or his Friends, 
Ground for a Charge, although it would have been abſurd to 
have pointed out to his Lordſhips Opponents that they were 
going to do an Act, highly diſapproved of, as ruinous to the 
Company, in the only Manner it could prove ineffectual: 


Lord Pigot thought his Concurrence was neceſlary to give 


Authority to any Reſolution, but he was ſure an Order iſſued 
in the Name of the Council without the Name of the Preſident 
was unconſtitutional, and contrary to the Companys poſitive 
Orders, | 


| Stratton. and Brooke were the two Members who had aban- | 
doned Lord Pigot, and formed the Majority | againſt him in 
Meaſures they had before ſupported ; Lord Pigot was therefore 
| pleaſed that the Puniſhment ſhould have fallen on them, though 
to the laſt Moment he endeavoured to perſuade them to deſiſt, 
but of this he had little reaſon to flatter himſelf with any ex- 
pectation, as He had been aſſured the Majority had OOO 

themſelves by an Oath to ſupport each other. | 


After the Se of Stratton and Beadle Lord Pigot 
would have been very ſoon left without any Friend in Council, 


but Mr. Stone for "On Ruſſell, n and Lathom, would 
have 


125 


have left Madraſs, che former for Tanjour, the latter two on 
| .the Committee of Circuit. | 


Some Time after the Impriſonment of Lord Pigot Col. Stuart 
was ſent to Tanjour, not to command there, but he was en- 
truſted with a Political Charge, to obtain a Sum of Money 
from the Rajah in Behalf of the Nabob ; the Sum required of 
the Rajah was 400,000 Pagodas, or about / 160, ooo: The 
Rajah declared if it was the Company's Orders he would comply 
as far as he could; but that he owed the Nabob no arrears, 
and would give him nothing unleſs the Company required it of 
Him. Much Altercation paſſed on the Subject. They required 
this Sum to be paid as a Depoſit, and on the 4th of April they 
directed Col. Stuart to. ſeize Grain to that Amount; againſt this 
Col. Stuart remonſtrated, and they deſiſted, but they pledged 


the Company's Credit to Four of. their own Junior Servants for | 


that Sum to be lent to the Nabob; ſo that when they got the 
Power into their Hands, they forgot their Declaration (Vol. I. 
P. 255) that they meant not to do more than recommend to 
the Rajah to ſee that Juſtice be done, leaving the Manner and 
"Time to himſelf, and had not an Idea that the Madraſs Govern- 
ment ought to go further without Orders from their Superiors” 


It would have been very lucrative to the Money Brokers, 
to have laid the Rajah under the Neceſſity of borrowing ſuch 
a Sum, becauſe the more diſtreſſed he was, the more exhor- 
bitant the Rate at which the Money would be lent. 


It may be uſeful to explain the Manner in which FT Money 
T eee are carried on; Bonds from the Nabob to Eu- 


ropean 


E 
ropean Individuals are given, ſeldom for actual Caſh paid, but 
for Notes, or Securities given by thoſe Individuals, who receive 
Orders from. n the different Diſtricts, to receive the Govern- 
ment Share of the Grain in ſuch Diſtricts. The Collection is 
left to their Agents, and the Revenues of theſe Diſtricts may 
be received without any actual Sum of Money being ever ad- 


wvyanced. 


No Appeal from both Parties was made to the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William in Bengal: on the con- 
trary, when copies of all the Proceedings concerning Tanjour 
were ſent down to Bengal, at the deſire of the Governor General 
and Council of Fort William, the Majority propoſed ſome 
Paragraphs to be added to the Letter accompanying thoſe. 
Papers which was objected to, particularly by Mr. Dal- 
rymple, as it implied a reference of the Diſputes in Coun- 
cil to them, who could take no Cognizance thereof ; and the 
Paragraphs were accordingly omitted. When the Minutes of 
Council were copying, to be ſent to Bengal by the Swallow Man 
of War, which failed the Day after the Letter is dated, Lord 
Pigot obſerved that it was alledged, the omiſſion of thoſe 
Paragraphs in the Letter was made at the RNRegueſt of the 
Preſident, and in Compliment to him, but that it was re/ofved 
to enter them on the Proceedings for the Information of the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, his Lordſhip there- 
upon flruck out the Words, and wrote but the Preſident ob- 
jecting thereto, they ſtand only in this place. It has been 
pretended, the Words ſo ſtated in the Minutes of Council had 
been read, Meſſrs Ruſſell, Dalrymple and Stone declare they 

never heard any ſuch Minute which was notoriouſly contra- 


8 | dictory 


1 =» 

| diftory to the Objection which had been made, and when the 
Minutes of Council were read at the next Conſultation after 
the Swallow's Departure, none of them hinted the leaſt Objection 


to the Alteration Lord Pigot had made, although they now 
call it fallifying the Record. If they had made an Objection 


TFyhen all Circumſtances were recent in Memory it would b | 


tended to theirje own Diſgrace, 


The Governor General and Council of Fort William in 
Bengal were themſelves conſcious they had no Authority 
except in Matters concerning Peace or War, and on Applica- 
tion of Stratton, &c. in a Letter of 11th November 1770, are 
the following Words, „ we are very ſorry that you ſhould 
have thought it neceſſary to apply to us for our Advice upon 
« the Expedient of removing your late Preſident from the 
* Carnatick” We ſee an evident Impropriety in offering 
& You our Opinion in a Point on which we have 10 legal | 
& Authority to decide ſince the Reſponſibility muſt ultimately reſt 
& with You, and with You alone, notwithſtanding any advice 
"7 which Wwe may give” . | 


Alfter Lord Pigot was ſeized he informed the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William in Bengal of his Impri- 
ſonment, but He did the ſame to the Governor and 
Council of Bombay. Both Settlements wrote to Madraſs on 
the Occaſion, Bengal miſled by falſe Reports of hoſtile Inten- 
tions towards the Nabob, approved of the Revolution; 
Bombay totally condemned it; but both Settlements were 
equally unauthoriſed to decide judicially. 
'. | ; 3 
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In the 1 the Court of Directors of the 1 :th His, 
1777 ordering Stratton, &c. to England. They exprels the 
fulleſt Condemnation of their Conduct, and this is not a. haſty 


Determination on the firſt Reports, but ſubſequent to the Reſo- 


lution of the General Court, that Lord Figot ſhould be re- 
called. T heir Na are | 


ce GenTLEMES, 


« By the Receipt of your Link and by as Accounts 
c received from Fort St. George, we learn with great Surprize 
and Concern, that Altercatious and, Difſenfions- have hap- 
<6 pened in our Council of that Settlement, and have been 


ce carried to ſuch alarming Extent, as to have iſſued in the Im- 4 


* priſonment of the Perſon of Lord Pigot, our Preſident and 
Governor, and the SUBVERSION OF OUR LEGAL GOVERN-= 


& MENT, which had been UsURPED by You, and that when © 


e the laſt Advices were diſpatched his n remained in 
« Confinement. 


« As under all Circumſtances we utterly diſapprove theſe via- 

* Jent Proceedings, are anxious for the RE-ESTABLISHMENT 

« of LEGAL GOVERNMENT, and for the Safety and Welfare 

* of our Poſſeſſions on the Coaſt, we have reſolved immedi- 
* ately to reſtore Lord Pigot to the Othce of Prefident and 
& Governor of Fort St. George.” 


2 oy has been alledged that Lord Pigot ſet Law at Defiance and, 
| threatened to impriſon the Notary who brought the Proteſt 
to Him on the 23d Auguſt, By blending Truth with Falſe- 


hood, it is Truth no more, This act of the Notary did not 
even 
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even bring upon him the ſmalleſt Reprehenſion, he executed 
his duty and retired : but when in the Evening He circulated 
Papers, tending to incite Mutiny, to the Main Guard and other 
Troops in Garriſon, and endeavoured to vindicate this Act as 
ſanctified by Law; Then Lord Pigot declared that ſuch an 
Act was incompatible with the Diſcipline and Authority neceſ- 
fary i in a Garriſon, and that He muſt anſwer to Martial Law, 
if he did not give up the Authority under which he pretended 
to act; the Notary then declared He was authoriſed by 
Stratton, &c. and that He would make that Declaration good 
when ever called upon, altho' no ſuch Orders to Him, fo 
given, appear on the Records of their Tranfactions ſent to 
"he Eaſt India 1 2s. 


Stratton, Kc. in their Resolution to ſeize the . 
- 1 ol. 1. p 390,) declare that they form themſelves into a Council, 
' Fnce the Letter addreſſed by them in the morning have had 
10 ect: this demonſtrates that their U/urpation of the Govern- 
ment was before they knew of, or ſuſpected the Arreſt of Sir 
Robert Fletcher, or the Suſpenſion of Floyer, &c. which was 
done, not in conſequence of the proteſt, but in conſequence of | 
the Papers circulated by the Notary to the Troops by their 
Order, as the Notary declared, tho they have no where recog - 
nized ſuch Orders. When they gave the Order to ſeize Lord 
Pigot, they acted as a /elf formed” Council, and not as the. 
Majority of the Board, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and 
Lathom having never been ſummoned to their Councils, without 
which Summons the Majority even with the Preſident would 
not t have been the efrcient LEG AL GoveRNMENT. G 


